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Deuteronomy 

Pathways of Discipleship Bible Survey 

Title and Meaning 

 Hebrew: “These are the words”; taken from the first sentence 

 Translators of Septuagint (LXX) gave it the name “Deuteronomy,” identifying it as a “second law” or 

“repetition of the law” or “second telling of the law” 

 Better understood as an explanation of the law  

Author & Date 

 Moses; refer to previous discussion on authorship of Pentateuch 

 Compiled/written/preached by Moses during the last month of his life 

Purpose 

 Prepare the Israelites for conquest of and life in the Promised Land 

 Functions, to an extent, as a “Last Will and Testament” of Moses 

 Strong reminder of the covenant agreement with Yahweh 

Audience 

 Second generation of Israelites in the Wilderness; the ones allowed to enter the Promised Land 

 Later generations of Israelites who would learn from the failures of their ancestors and from the faithfulness 

of their God 

Main Characters 

 Moses 

 Joshua; succeeded Moses as leader of the nation 

Background and Setting 

 No movement or major time lapse in Deuteronomy 

 Concentrates on the major events that took place during the final weeks of Moses’ life 

 They were about to gain the land and had to know all that it promised, both good and bad 

 
 

 

 



 2 

D
e

u
te

ro
n

o
m

y 
|

 2
/
7

/
2

0
1

0
  

Outline 

 Structure 

 Moses gave three addresses or “sermons” to the people 

 Sermonic style 

 Speech # 1: The Lord's Covenant Faithfulness to His People (1:6-4:43) 

 God’s love and blessing are stressed 

 He’s loved them, so they can now love Him; he is the initiator of love and the relationship; we can 

trust Him 

 Doesn’t gloss over the failures, but it focuses on God’s faithfulness 

 Speech # 2: The Covenant Stipulations (4:44-26:19) 

 The General Stipulations (4:44-11:32) 

 Love God with all your heart 

 Be loyal to him 

 Exclusive relationship 

 Covenant love 

 Not primarily an emotion 

 Involves obedience and faithfulness 

 Walk in his ways 

 Keep his commands 

 Listen to his voice 

 Serve the Lord 

 Issue of lifestyle and choice 

 Word “love” is not romantic; it’s also used in Ancient Near Eastern treaties 

 Vassal would say he loved his superior 

 Idea is that they are faithful covenant partners 

 The Specific Stipulations (12:1-26:19).  It appears that this section an expanded development of the Ten 

Commandments 

 Commandments 1 and 2 (see Deuteronomy 12) 

 Worship only at one place 

 Keeps everyone from having their own religions and practices 

 Don’t worship other gods 

 Commandment 3 (see Deuteronomy 13:1-14:21) 

 Don’t eat unclean foods 

 Don’t abandon your distinction as God’s holy people 

 Pay your tithes 

 When you make an obligation to God, be sure to fulfill it 

 Commandment 4 (see Deuteronomy 14:22-16:17) 

 Cancel debts and free slaves every seven years 

 Observe the feasts 



 

 

3 

D
e

u
te

ro
n

o
m

y 
|

 2
/
7

/
2

0
1

0
  

 Commandment 5 (see Deuteronomy 16:18-18:22) 

 Respect the persons that God places in authority (judges, kings, priests, prophets) 

 17:14-20: future king 

 Also talked about Prophet: series of prophets 

 Commandments 6-8 (see Deuteronomy 19:1-24:7) 

 Show respect for human life 

 Cities of refuge protected people from vengeance 

 Don’t move boundaries: don’t limit their life by stealing their land 

 Even in war, there is to be a basic respect for human life 

 Do not commit adultery 

 22:9-12 

 Don’t mix with the people around you 

 Don’t become involved in marriage with Canaanites 

 Do not steal 

 Property laws 

 No interest on loans 

 Don’t steal from God 

 Commandment 9  (see Deuteronomy 24:8-16) 

 Don’t bear false witness 

 Don’t take advantage of others 

 Commandment 10 (see Deuteronomy 24:17-26:15) 

 Don’t covet 

 Don’t be greedy in your dealings with others 

 Pay your tithes to God 

 We then learn to take our focus off ourselves 

 Develop an attitude of generosity 

 Speech # 3: The Covenant Sanctions (the continuation of the covenant upon Israel's arrival in the 

Promised Land) 

 Covenant blessing 

 Curses cover several more verses 

 Pestilence, wild animals, famine, drought death, disease, curses in battle 

 Deut 30:1-10—history of the OT before it ever happened 

 Israel enters the land and experiences blessings and curses 

 God banishes them to other nations for their sins 

 The people repent and turn back to God 

 God restores and brings them back to the land 

 Many interpreters view Deuteronomy as following the same format as other ancient Near Eastern treaties; 

the book of Deuteronomy contains all of the elements of an ancient suzerain-vassal treaty. 

 The suzerain: the Lord 
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 The vassal: Israel 

 The Preamble (1:1-5) 

 Purpose: Identify the parties involved (Identify) 

 The Historical Prologue (1:6-4:43) 

 Purpose: Reminder of the past relationship between the parties; encouragement for vassal 

to obey (Remind) 

 The Stipulations of the Covenant (5:1-26:19) 

 Purpose: conditions, details, commandments (Inform) 

 The Provision for Deposit and Public Reading of the Covenant Document(31:9-13, 24-26; cf. 

Exod 16:34; 31:18) 

 Purpose: must be placed in a prominent place, read it periodically to the people (Recall) 

 The Curses and Blessings of the Covenant (28) 

 Purpose:  (Promise and warn) 

Major Themes 

 The Shema 

 Deuteronomy 6:4 

 The instructions immediately following the Shema are essentials in the Jews’ daily religious rituals 

 Sets forth the unity and uniqueness of Yahweh, the God of Israel, specifically in the relationship 

established between Him and His people 

 Exclusive relationship in which He demanded total love (loyalty, commitment, dedication) from His 

people 

 To love Him with all the heart and soul and might leaves no place for devotion to another god 

 Also lifts allegiance to God above all human loyalties 

 Complete and loving loyalty is to be expressed in reverential obedience and in joyful, thankful worship 

 Israel as God’s Chosen People 

 God created a new nation, redeemed them, and would use them to reach the world 

 Moses’ central theme was to place before the Israelites the dangers of corrupting their faith, of losing 

the truth revealed to them, in their new land; they must remember they are in covenant with God 

 God’s jealousy/choosing of Israel does not stem from His indifference to other peoples; in fact, Israel 

was to be God’s transmitter of truth to other nations; they were to protect and live by God’s truth so 

that truth would find its way to the rest of the world 

 They were called to obey (28:2), fear (10:12), love (10:12), and serve (10:12) God by walking in His 

ways and keeping His commandments (10:12-13) 

 Sin 

 The gravity and destructive power of sin is made very clear in Deuteronomy 

 One of the main features of the book is the series of instructions about the blessings and curses they 

could experience in the new land 

 Penalties for idolatry were severe; the covenant was sacred and God alone was to be worshiped (13:6-

11) 
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 Moses recognizes and warns against the tendency to forget God; also, they must not allow their children 

to be ignorant of Him and His expectations 

 Repeated phrase: “You must purge the evil from Israel/you” 

 Life in the Promised Land 

 Moses was preparing them for his imminent death; preaching for the last time; He applies the laws to 

the new situation of living in the land 

 He anticipated the major changes coming as they conquered the land 

 Israel must love the Lord by obeying his commands in order to enjoy the covenant blessings of life and 

prosperity in the Promised Land 

 Moses warned against: 

 Fear of the Canaanites 

 The corrupting influence of the Canaanites 

 Their own sinful tendency to forget the Lord 

 See chapter 8 

 Possession and retention of the land depended on their obedience and faithfulness to the Lord 

 Blessings awaited in return for obedience (prosperity and well-being); See chapter 28 

 Curses awaited in return for disobedience (disaster, disease, death, and the loss of the land); Also 

chapter 28 

 Stipulations for Holy War (see chapters 7 & 20) 

 Attributes of God 

 The only God (4:39; 6:4) 

 Jealous (4:24) 

 Faithful (7:9) 

 Loving (7:13) 

 Merciful (4:31) 

 Angered by sin (6:15) 

Importance of Deuteronomy 

 Served as the guide for life in the Promised Land and as a call to revival later in the life of Israel 

 One of the most cited OT in the New Testament (40 direct; many other allusions to its content) 

 Used three times by Jesus during period of temptation 

Passages to Remember 

 6:4-9 

 17:14-20 

 30:11-20 

 “You must purge the evil from you.” 

Resources 

John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Handbook 
Zondervan Handbook to the Bible 
Lasor, Hubbard, and Bush: Old Testament Survey 
Longman and Dillard: An Introduction to the Old Testament 
Lecture Notes from Liberty Theological Seminary, Dr. Gary Yates 
 


